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DEGREES AWARDED - STATE OF MONTANA 
1978-79 and 1979-80* 


Information about degrees awarded is prepared annually by each institution 
of higher education in Montana. This report will summarize the data reported 
by all colleges and universities in the State of Montana for the years 1978-79 
and 1979-80. 


| Slightly more than 5,000 degrees were awarded each year. Less than 100 
jother formal awards were granted each year. Table 1 shows these data by type 
of degrees. 


Table 1 
Degrees Awarded by Higher Education 
Institutions in Montana, 1978-79 and 1979-80 


Degree Level 1978-79 1979-80 
Bachelor SRGlZ 3,881 
Master 606 638 
Doctor 50 56 
First Professional 74 74 
Associate, transfer 403 394 
Associate, terminal 61 31 

Degrees Total 5,006 5,074 
Other Awards 87 45 

Total Degrees and 

Awards 5,093 5119 


| It is evident that there was an increase in all categories of degree 
wards except associate degrees which declined by 39. 


i 
! 


Approximately 75 percent of all awards are bachelor's degrees. Table 2 
ortrays the percentage distribution of these degrees by type of award. 


Table 2 
Percent Distribution of Awards by 


Level of Degree, 1978-79 and 1979-80 


Percent Distribution 


Degree Level 1978-79 1979-80 
Bachelor 74.85 75.82 
Master 11.90 12.46 
Doctor 0.98 1.09 
First Professional 1.45 1.45 
Associate, transfer 7.91 7-70 
Associate, terminal 13.20 0.61 
Total Degrees 98.29 99.12 
Other Awards ay i 0.88 
Total Degrees and Awards 100.00 100.00 


*Prepared by Paul C. Dunham, Director of Planning and Research 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
Montana State Library 


http://archive.org/details/comparativesumma0918mont 


There is no significant change in the types of degrees between the 
9 years. 


Private colleges award nine percent of the degrees, community colleges four 
rcent and the units of the Montana University System the remainder of 
percent. Table 3 shows these data for 1979-80. 


Table 3 
Percent Distribution of Degrees Awarded by Distribution of Higher 


Education in Montana, Fiscal Year 79-80, by Type of Degree and Institution 
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First Professional 
Associate, transfer 
Associate, terminal 


Bachelor 
Master 
Doctoral 
Total 


Montana University System 


University of Montana 24.7 Buy, a5 O:7 0.2 gree 
Montana State University a0). 5 3.5 0.5 34.5 
Montana Tech 2.6 0.2 0.4 SE 
Eastern Montana College Lm Za0) 0.5 ORY 
Western Montana College 15 0.6 O23 2S 
Northern Montana College L216 1.0 ee eet es) 4.6 
| Sub-total 68.5 2.5 15 | 3.4 87.0 
Private Colleges 
Carroll College 4.2 4.2 
College of Great Falls Fa | 0.5 208 
Rocky Mountain College 1.4 1.4 
Big Sky Bible College 0.3. On) 0.0) 
| Sub-total 8.0 1.0 9.0 
Community Colleges 

Dawson Community College 140 1.0 
Flathead Valley Community College TS 0.4 Za) 
Miles Community College Uno Ore: as 

Sub-total 3.4 0.6 4.0 


STATE 16.5) Ceo SS) Ne | “8 0.67 10050 
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Montana State University and the University of Montana each award approximately 
ne-third of all degrees granted while Eastern Montana College awards 10 percent 
id the remaining 24 percent are awarded by the other 10 colleges. 


Community colleges award 47.5 percent of the associate degrees, units of 
ne Montana University System 42.5 percent, and private colleges 11.8 percent. 


53 percent of all awards were granted to males and 47 percent to females. 
bles 4a and 4b show this distribution. 


Table 4a 
Comparative Summary of Earned Degrees and Other Formal Awards by 


Institutions of Higher Education in Montana, 1978-79 and 1979-80, by Type and Sex 


MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

grees and Awards 1978-79 1979-80 1978-79 1979-80 1978-79 1979-80 
ane lor: 2,081 2,045 Laps 1,836 3,812 3,881 
ister 363 366 243 272 606 638 
vctor 39 44 11 i 50 56 
rst Professional 53 58 7A) 16 74 74 
ssociate, transfer 204 72 199 222 403 394 
isociate, terminal 18 15 43 16 61 ih 
Total Degrees 2,758 2,/00 2,248 25,314 5,006 5,074 
ther Formal Awards 39 22 48 23 87 45 
Total Degrees and 

Awards 2/97 2 Mee 2,296 2,397 5,093 oye GN) 

Table 4b 


Percent of Degrees and Formal Awards Granted by Institutions of 
Higher Education in Montana, 1978-79 and 1979-80, by Type and Sex 


MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

rees and Awards 1978-79 1979-80 1978-79 1979-80 1978-79 1979-80 
chelor 40.86 39.94 33.99 35.07 74.85 75.82 
ster real) Ts 4.77 yey 11.90 12.46 
ctor 0.78 0.88 Onze Oa2t 0.98 1.09 
rst Professional 1.04 lgd3 0.42 0.31 1.45 1.45 
sociate, transfer 4.01 3.130 3090 4.34 7.91 T340 
sociate, terminal 0,35 0.29 0.84 Of 3d 1220 0.61 
Total Degrees 54.15 52.76 44.14 46.36 98.29 99.12 


her Formal Awards Ona: 0.43 0.94 0.45 nl aa 0.88 


ards 94.92 oct) 45.08 46.81 100.00 100.00 


In addition to the sex of the degree recipient, ethnic characteristics of 
» recipients are an important element in the construction of affirmative action 
ins by a variety of public and private organizations. The earned degree 
‘veys present ethnic data every second year. Table 5 shows the ethnic character- 
sics of degree recipients in 1978-79. 


Table 5 
Ethnicity of Degree Recipients at Institutions 


of Higher Education in Montana, 1978-79, by Sex 


MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

Ethnic Category Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Non-resident Alien 3 O61 12 0.24 43 0.84 
Black 10 0.20 3 0.06 is 0.26 
American Indian or 

Alaskan Native 39 On77 44 0.86 83 Li63 
Asian or Pacific 

Islander 14 0.27 8 0.16 22 0.43 
Hispanic 3 0.06 10 0.20 13 0.26 


White, non-Hispanic 2,701 53.03 25218 43.55 4,919 96.58 
Total ateeks: 54.94 23295 45.06 5095 100.00 


2.6 percent of all degrees and awards were granted to minority students. 


_A distribution of degrees by groupings of disciplines or fields of study may 
interesting. Table 6 shows this distribution. 
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: Some significant changes are apparent in Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
usiness and Commerce, Engineering, and Health Professions. 


Several appendixes provide greater detail for the years 1978-79 and 1979-80. 
thers provide some historical data. 


Ase. P EO NSE OX ES 


la. Degrees awarded by institutions of higher education in Montana, 
1978-79 and 1979-80, by sex and discipline (Bachelor, Master, 
Doctor, First Professional). 


lb. Degrees awarded by institutions of higher education in Montana, 
1978-79 and 1979-80, by sex and discipline (Associate Degrees 
and other formal awards). 

2. Degrees Granted, Montana University System, 1970-71 to 1979-80. 


3. Degrees Granted, Private and Community Colleges, 1975-76 to 
1979-80. 


4. Degree Recipients, State of Montana, 1978-79 by discipline, 
sex, and ethnic characteristics. 
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